The education of occupational therapy students in Brazil began with courses in mental health run by the psychiatrist Nise da Silveira in 1948; vocational courses in physical rehabilitation began in Rio de Janeiro in 1956. Higher Education in occupational therapy began in 1961, and the profession was regulated in 1969 (Soares, 2007) . Today, 43 undergraduate courses in occupational therapy are offered in Brazil, 14 of them certified by the World Federation of Occupational Therapists (WFOT, 2018) . Twenty of the courses are public, offered by the Federation or individual states (Drummond and Cruz, 2018) . These courses are distributed across 11 of the 26 Brazilian states, one of them being offered in Distrito Federal, in Brası´lia, the country's capital city.
In the 1970s, 1980s, and 1990s, occupational therapists who joined the universities as lecturers began to conduct research in master's and doctoral courses in order to meet a demand for higher teaching qualifications (Emmel et al., 2015) . In 1990, the 'Revista de Terapia Ocupacional da Universidade de Sa˜o Paulo' and the Brazilian Journal of Occupational Therapy journals were created, providing theoretical and research publications by eminent occupational therapists in Brazil (Drummond and Cruz, 2018) .
In the 21st century, occupational therapy lecturers at public universities began undertaking academic advisory activities in graduate-level programmes, but only in areas related to occupational therapy, such as Rehabilitation Sciences, Education, Special Education, Public Health, and other programmes in the fields of health and humanities (Emmel et al., 2015) . The participation of these professors in the graduate programmes contributes significantly to research in occupational therapy in Brazil, as a result of the interdisciplinary nature of the profession. Such participation, however, may limit the scope of research, since these programmes are mostly focussed on studies within their own specific research areas.
The programmes offered by public universities, which have better infrastructure and human and financial resources for research development than the private universities, currently accredit 61 occupational therapist advisors in 27 master's and/or PhD academic programmes in the country.
In 2009 and 2015, respectively, the first and only master's and PhD programmes in occupational therapy in South America were inaugurated. Based at the Federal University of Sa˜o Carlos, the programmes focus on occupational therapy intervention processes and cover three research areas: (a) promotion of human development in daily life contexts; (b) social networks and vulnerabilities; and (c) care, social emancipation, and mental health (Graduate Programme in Occupational Therapy, 2018).
In 2016 a third journal was launched, entitled 'RevisbraTO'. In 2017, the Brazilian Journal of Occupational Therapy was indexed in the Emerging Sources Citation Index database of Web of Science TM (Lopes et al., 2017) . In 2018, this journal was approved for indexation in the Scopus Õ database. This is a major historical milestone for occupational therapy in Brazil, as it is the only non-English-language journal in the field to be indexed in these databases (Lopes et al., 2018) .
Despite these achievements, education in Brazil has been adversely affected by cuts in scholarships, research grants, and periodical funding. Given that Brazil's current political context is nebulous, the major challenge is to ensure the continuity of research in public universities, to increase the number of lecturers in undergraduate and graduate programmes, and to establish more international collaborations. An additional challenge is to publish Brazilian research in major mainstream journals, especially those written in English: one important criterion laid down by the research public agency for evaluation and continuity of the graduate programmes in Brazil is reliant on the number of publications appearing in these journals.
The invitation to write this bilingual editorial in English and Brazilian Portuguese in the British Journal of Occupational Therapy is an appreciable initiative, as allowing the publication of studies from other countries in their native language ensures that the text is accessible to a greater number of readers, ultimately reflecting the international nature of this journal (Skelton, 2018) . I would be very glad to see more publications of Brazilian occupational therapists in this journal (in English), given that they have much to say about their problems and the solutions which have been made possible through global collaboration.
Marcos históricos da pesquisa em terapia ocupacional no Brasil
A formac¸a˜o em terapia ocupacional no Brasil se iniciou com cursos de treinamento em sau´de mental pela psiquiatra Nise da Silveira em 1948 e em curso te´cnico na reabilitac¸a˜o fı´sica em 1956, no Rio de Janeiro. A formac¸a˜o em nı´vel superior ocorreu em 1961 e a regulamentac¸a˜o da profissa˜o em 1969 (Soares, 2007) . Atualmente, existem no paı´s quarenta e treˆs cursos de bacharelado em terapia ocupacional, quatorze deles aprovados pela Federac¸a˜o Mundial de Terapeutas Ocupacionais (WFOT, 2018). Vinte dos cursos sa˜o pú blicos federais ou estaduais (Drummond and Cruz, 2018) . Esses cursos esta˜o distribuı´dos em 11 dos 26 estados que compo˜em o Brasil e no Distrito Federal, em Brası´lia, capital do paı´s.
Nas de´cadas de 70, 80 e 90, os terapeutas ocupacionais que ingressaram como docentes nas universidades comec¸aram a fazer pesquisa por meio de cursos de mestrado e de doutorado, por uma demanda de maior qualificac¸a˜o para a doceˆncia (Emmel et al., 2015) . No ano de 1990, foram criadas a ''Revista de Terapia Ocupacional da Universidade de Sa˜o Paulo'' e o ''Cadernos Brasileiros de Terapia Ocupacional'', perio´dicos que passaram aglutinar a produc¸a˜o teo´rica e de pesquisa no Brasil (Drummond and Cruz, 2018) .
Foi no comec¸o do se´culo XXI que os terapeutas ocupacionais docentes das universidades pu´blicas comec¸aram a orientar em programas de po´s-graduac¸a˜o, em a´reas correlatas a`terapia ocupacional, tais como Cieˆncias da Reabilitac¸a˜o, Educac¸a˜o, Educac¸a˜o Especial, Sau´de pu´b-lica, dentre outros da a´rea da sau´de e humanidades (Emmel et al., 2015) . A participac¸a˜o desses docentes na po´s-graduac¸a˜o marcadamente contribui para a pesquisa na terapia ocupacional brasileira, pela natureza interdisciplinar da profissa˜o. Essa participac¸a˜o, no entanto, pode apresentar fronteiras quanto ao escopo das pesquisas desenvolvidas na medida em que esses programas tem maior foco em estudos dentro de suas a´reas de concentrac¸a˜o.
Nos programas oferecidos pelos cursos pu´blicos, onde a pesquisa tem mais condic¸o˜es infraestruturais, de recursos humanos e financeiros para o seu desenvolvimento quando comparados a`s universidades privadas, registram-se no presente momento 61 docentes credenciados em 27 programas de po´s-graduac¸a˜o de mestrado e/ou doutorado acadeˆmicos.
Nos (Lopes et al., 2017) . Em 2018, essa revista foi aprovada para indexac¸a˜o na base Scopus Õ . Esse e´um marco histo´rico para a terapia ocupacional no Brasil, por ser a u´nica revista da a´rea, de lı´ngua na˜o inglesa, a ser indexada nessas bases (Lopes et al., 2018) .
A despeito desses avanc¸os, a educac¸a˜o no Brasil tem sido adversamente afetada por cortes de recursos destinados a`s bolsas de estudo, no fomento a`s pesquisas e no financiamento a perio´dicos. Dado que o contexto polı´tico atual do paı´s e´sombrio, temos como desafios garantir a continuidade da pesquisa na universidade pu´blica, aumentar o nu´mero de docentes nos cursos de graduac¸a˜o e de po´s-graduac¸a˜o e estabelecer mais colaborac¸o˜es internacionais. É outro desafio a publicac¸a˜o da pesquisa brasileira em revistas com fator de impacto, especialmente naquelas de lı´ngua inglesa, uma vez que um dos crite´rios de avaliac¸a˜o e continuidade da po´s-graduac¸a˜o no Brasil esta´baseado na quantidade de publicac¸o˜es nessas revistas.
O convite para escrever esse Editorial bilı´ngue em ingleˆs e portugueˆs do Brasil no British Journal of Occupational Therapy e´uma iniciativa aprecia´vel porque considera a publicac¸a˜o de paı´ses tambe´m em sua lı´ngua de origem, tornado o texto acessı´vel a um maior nu´mero de leitores; refletindo o cara´ter internacional desse perio´dico (Skelton, 2018) . Eu ficaria muito feliz em ver publicac¸o˜es de terapeutas ocupacionais brasileiros nesse perio´dico (em ingleˆs), porque eles teˆm muito a dizer sobre suas problema´ticas e possı´veis soluc¸o˜es, as quais podem feitas de forma colaborativa internacionalmente.
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